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beast. Do you not remember how Don Quixote had to de-
fend himself against the galley-slaves when he tried to set
them free?'
'I am sorry you have such a bad opinion of your fellow-
creatures. By the way, do you consider that you enjoy liberty
in Venice?3
"Such freedom as can be enjoyed under an aristocratic
government. We are not as free as the English, but we are
satisfied.'
'Even when they put you in "The Leads"?'
cMy imprisonment was an act of despotism, I own, but
I know, too, that I abused my liberty. I sometimes think
the government was right in shutting me up without the
usual formalities of a trial.'
'Nevertheless you escaped!'
CI was within my rights, as the government was within
its rights.'
'Admirable! but according to that no one in Venice can
be free.'
'Perhaps not, but to consider oneself free is to be free.3
'There I cannot agree with you: we look at liberty from
a different standpoint. The aristocracy, even members of
the government, are not free in your country. For instance,
they cannot even travel without permission.'
'True, but it is by virtue of a law they have imposed
upon themselves. Would you say that an inhabitant of
Berne is not free because of the sumptuary laws, when he
is actually his own legislator?'
'Well, let the people everywhere have the privilege of
making their own laws.'
We spoke no more of literature, and I remained silent
until after Voltaire had retired, when I then left, thinking,
fool that I was, that I had reduced this intellectual athlete
to reason. But I cherished an enduring spite against him,
and for ten years criticised everything he wrote. I am sorry
for it to-day, though on re-reading my censures I think 1
was right on many points. I ought to have held my tongue